
Footnotes:  
1 Unblinding should only be performed where knowledge of treatment allocation is essential to guide clinical management and the patient cannot be managed without this knowledge. Please discuss with appropriate specialists where 

available.  
2 Please record reason for unblinding in participant’s notes and restrict knowledge of treatment allocation to those who need to know. The OCTOPUS trial team will contact the unblinding doctor for further details if required.  
3 The participant’s ID number can be found on their participation card, if available, or can be obtained from the trial team at the hospital  site where they were recruited.  
4 Study site contact numbers and UCLH emergency out of hours contact number can be found on the participant’s participation card. 

In normal working hours 

(9am-5pm Mon-Fri,    

excluding public holidays) 

Unblinding considered  

clinically essential1  

(Knowledge of treatment allocation 

is essential to guide clinical           

management) 

 
Discuss rationale with local PI at 

participant’s study site4 
or OCTOPUS MRC CTU team  
mrcctu.octopus@ucl.ac.uk  

Non-emergency 

(unblinding can be      

delayed until working 

hours) 

Out of hours  

(5pm-9am Mon-Fri,   

weekends or public     

holidays) 

 

Emergency 

Unblinding is available at 

  www.ms-octopus.info2 

The following details will be required: 

• Your NHS email address 

• Your GMC number 

• Participant’s trial number3 

• Participant’s DOB3 

OCTOPUS Unblinding Process 

 

Is it felt that advice is 

required? 

Call the Out of Hours    

number at the participant’s 

study site to discuss with 

the local investigator 4 

NO 

YES 

Call the UCLH Out of Hours  

Emergency Only number and ask 

for Prof. Jeremy Chataway, Dr 

Sean Mangion or Dr Charles 

Wade.4 

YES 

NO 

Were you able 

to contact the 

local site? 

mailto:mrcctu.octopus@ucl.ac.uk
http://www.ms-octopus.info

